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Introduction 
 
Once Brexit takes place, Jersey’s approach to external trade will need to adapt to new and 
emerging relationships between the UK, the EU and beyond. 
 
At this critical juncture, the Government of Jersey needs to give clear policy direction to the 
UK government about how we will relate to the new trading arrangements that the UK is 
negotiating. 
 
Let’s Talk Trade builds on the open and inclusive approach to policy development that 
began with the Let’s Talk Brexit residents and business surveys in 2017. 
 
The public consultation, launched at the Jersey Brexit Ready event held at the Royal Yacht 
Hotel in St Helier on 7 October 2019 and running until 30 November 2019, requested views 
from stakeholders on the priorities to shape our approach to external trade. 
 
The Government of Jersey commissioned research partner 4insight to support us in this 
work, adding to the evidence base we are developing to inform Jersey’s ongoing 
engagement with the UK government and other partners on trade-related matters. 
 
This paper sets out the response from the Government of Jersey to the consultation findings 
which are simultaneously published on gov.je. 
 
Summary of Responses 
 
564 responses were received to the consultation, via gov.je and 4insight. 
 
Responses were received from diverse groups including businesses, individuals and other 
organisations, representing a broad cross-section of the Jersey population.  
 
The findings highlight the concerns Island businesses and residents have about Brexit and 
the opportunities they think it will generate. 
 
One of the key findings is the overwhelming support (93%) that stakeholders have for the 
Government of Jersey taking a principles-based approach to our ongoing engagement with 
the UK government. Stakeholders also agreed with the suggested principles in the 
document, building on the government’s Brexit and Global Markets objectives, including 
promoting and protecting Jersey’s international identity and reputation. These views will 
immediately inform a negotiating mandate that will guide Ministers and officials in these 
delicate discussions about Jersey’s future. 
 
Stakeholders offered a range of views about the impacts of Brexit for Jersey’s goods and 
services sectors. This reflects the obvious uncertainties about Brexit as well as the need for 
the Government to be flexible and pragmatic in the pursuit of a of a proportionate outcome 
based on Jersey’s current frictionless trading arrangements with the UK and EU. These 
views will help the Government of Jersey identify the most desirable negotiating path that a 



 

 

UK-EU free trade agreement could take, and reinforces the importance of Jersey helping to 
shape the development of UK trade policy that affects us. 
 
Another key theme that emerged from analysis of the responses was the business 
opportunities that Brexit could present for Jersey to access and benefit from new, non-EU 
markets. For example, 55% of respondents believed that Jersey should promote 
relationships with third countries that offer strong potential for growth for key goods and 
services sectors such as those in Asia. As well as building on the strength of Jersey’s 
financial services trade, targeting growth in the digital sector also emerged as a key future 

priority. These views will help deliver the next phase of the Global Markets Strategy, 

including our programme of inbound and outbound visits, and help to broaden the 
Government of Jersey's reach and presence through our expanded overseas network. 
 
Overall, the feedback provided will help the Government of Jersey develop a comprehensive 
international trade policy to ensure we can input into the UK’s developing trade policy and 
deliver our own bilateral trade relationships.. It will also help the Government of Jersey in 
pursuing its key objectives of  stimulating growth, promoting Jersey’s economic interests and 
protecting our Island against external risks. 
 
The detailed findings are presented in the accompanying report published by 4insight. 
 
Conclusions and next steps 
 
When the Let’s Talk Trade consultation was launched on 7 October 2019 the timing and 
nature of Brexit was unknown. 
 
The consultation was published in early October to ensure that enough information could be 
presented to Islanders about the choices facing Jersey; and concluded at the beginning of 
December so that stakeholder views could be considered before key decisions were taken. 
 
Government Ministers and officials involved in shaping Jersey’s Brexit Programme and 
future trade policy are grateful to all those who took the time to submit a response. 
 
The findings have already informed an initial discussion by the Council of Ministers on 4 
December 2019, concerning the negotiating framework for Jersey’s potential participation in 
an UK-EU trade agreement. This is the first step in agreeing the Jersey position. 
 
Now that the future direction for Brexit is clearer following the UK election on 12 December, 
the findings will be considered as part of the wider evidence shaping the position the 
Government of Jersey takes in discussions with the UK government to develop trading 
arrangements that will apply to the Island once the UK leaves the European Union on 31 
January 2020. 
 
Of course, the Government’s work to access priority global markets and promote Jersey on 
the world stage continues. 
 
The recently agreed Government Plan sets out the priority not only to create a sustainable, 
vibrant economy, but also the importance of doing so in partnership with businesses and 
Islanders. To this end, there will be opportunities for further stakeholder input on Brexit and 
trade throughout 2020 and beyond. 
 
 
 
Annex A – 4insight report 
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